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Report on the Library Building Program: Executive Summary  
 

 
 
WHAT IS THE ROLE OF THE LIBRARY AT NEC? 
 
The Library as "Place"   

• The library's most important function is to serve as the central place for people to 
learn and think. 

• The library's architecture and contents should inspire discovery, learning and 
creativity. 

 
The Library's Educational Role in the 21st Century 

• The library staff is responsible for helping patrons to locate, evaluate and make 
effective use of information sources, including print, non-print and digital. 

• The general library space must include specific learning areas that will facilitate 
research, writing and critical thinking while providing easy access to staff and 
educational materials. 

 
 
WHAT ARE THE COMPELLING REASONS FOR BUILDING A 
NEW LIBRARY? 
 
Current: Aging building with cramped and noisy space that does not encourage students 
to study. 
New:  A building of distinguished architecture with comfortable surroundings and 
natural light that will inspire students and faculty members to study, learn and think. 
 
Current: Extremely limited space for instruction exists in the library.  Most library 
staff are not easily accessible to students for reference assistance and instruction; no 
space is available for instruction to groups or classes; no space is available for multi-use 
computer workstations for students to incorporate library materials into their class papers 
and assignments; no space is available for faculty to study, write and utilize library 
resources for curriculum development. 
New: A Learning Center that will serve as the intellectual hub of the campus.  These 
spaces will include a Reference Area, Writing Center, Computer Lab, Library Instruction 
Room, General Seminar Room and Faculty Curriculum Development Room. 
 
 
Current: No quiet study space.  Poor library design contributes to high noise factor.  
Library has no study carrels, no place for group study.  Grand total: 30 seats. 
New: Quiet study space with adequate seating.  Comfortable seating for both leisurely 
reading and relaxation as well as quiet study carrels away from library traffic and group 
study rooms for collaborative student work.  Grand total:  Approximately 115 seats. 
.  
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Current: Very limited space available for new materials.  Despite extensive weeding, 
the use of compact moveable shelving and the use of digital formats whenever possible, 
the library has reached maximum capacity.  Grand total: 85,000 volumes. 
New: Sufficient space for library collections.  Library will be able to accommodate 
normal collection growth of print materials for 30 years:  Grand total: 200,000 volumes 
 
Current: No proper storage or workspace for Special Collections and Archives. 
Archival materials are dispersed in several remote rooms in Jordan Hall basement, with 
no environmental controls. There is no supervised workspace for users. 
New:  Proper space for housing NEC's Special Collections and Archives. The NEC 
community and researchers from the Boston area and from around the world will be able 
to use NEC's rich collections of manuscripts and first editions.  NEC will be able to 
encourage its faculty and alumni to deposit their own works in the library archives. 
 
Current: Not Handicap accessible. Spaulding Library is spread out over 5 levels with no 
elevators 
New: Handicap accessible. Patrons with mobility challenges will be able to use the 
library.  
 
Current: Music scores and books are physically separated from sound recordings. 
New: Spaulding Library and Firestone Library collections and staff will be united: 
Patrons will enjoy the convenience of having print and audio-visual collections together 
and the library will be able to make more efficient use of staff. 
 
Current: No space available for collection expansion within the library. 
New: Avoids remote storage: One of the more enjoyable learning opportunities that a 
good library can afford is the freedom to browse the collections at will—perhaps 
exploring the sections that contain all of the music composed for one's instrument or 
ensemble or looking through the book shelves on topics that have recently piqued one's 
curiosity; almost 2/3 of the circulating collection gets borrowed annually; all of it will be 
shelved in non-cramped and open stacks. 
 
Current: Not energy efficient; lacking air conditioning in several areas. 
New: Energy efficient HVA systems for all areas of the library:  Patrons and staff will 
be able to work in a comfortable environment and improved environmental conditions 
will greatly extend the life of collection materials. 
 
Current: Limited space for use of computers. 
New: State of the art technology: The library will be completely wired for access to the 
campus network and will also allow for wireless connectivity. 

 
 

 
 
HOW WILL DIGITAL ACCESS AND NEW TECHNOLOGIES 
AFFECT THE ROLE OF THE LIBRARY? 
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• Mission: The library will continue to serve as the center of learning on the NEC 

campus. 
• Staffing: The library staff will take on increasing responsibility in instructing 

patrons to use the vast amount of information available in print, non-print and 
electronic sources. 

• Computer Resources: Students and faculty will need more access to hardware 
and software within the library in order to incorporate print, visual and sound files 
into their work 

• Collection Space: Periodical literature and reference indexes and dictionaries 
have lent themselves well to digital format—their continued conversion from 
print will help to relieve some of the demands for collection space. 

• Books: Since their appearance in the late 1990's, electronic books have had little 
appeal to NEC patrons, nor to the general public.  This format will not affect 
space considerations for the foreseeable future. 

• Scores: The music of some composers is available for purchase over the Internet 
and scores in the public domain, in particular, are easy to obtain over the web.  As 
has been true in the past, however, students and faculty will not likely expect to 
purchase everything that they wish to read or perform and will continue to rely on 
libraries to supplement their own personal collections. 

• Audio Collections: NEC will soon begin digitizing some its own audio and score 
collections for the purpose of classroom instruction; some commercial services 
also provide streaming services but it is difficult to predict how much recorded 
music of the breadth and performance level required by NEC will ever be 
available through those sources. 

• Audio Listening Facilities: In their survey responses this spring, students and 
faculty members stated emphatically that one of their most important educational 
needs is for quiet, private listening space within the library.   

 
 

WHAT SIZE SHOULD THE NEW LIBRARY BE? 
   
Based on carefully configured assumptions and documentation from the library literature, 
the new library is projected to occupy approximately 42,000 net square feet.  In addition 
to providing adequate work/study areas for patrons and staff,  this space will 
accommodate normal growth rate for the book, score and media collections for 
approximately 30 years.  The new library will also have the floor strength to support 
future conversion to compact moveable shelving, thus increasing the number of years that 
the collection can grow without the addition of more floor space. 
 
The square footage figures below summarize the space recommendations in the Library 
Building Program.  Detailed space figures for each functional area of the new library will 
be made available soon on this webpage. 
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Functional Area       Net Space 
 
General Stacks and General Study Areas    20,340 ASF 
 
Circulation Check-Out Area        1,665 ASF 
 
Audio-Visual Area         4,760 ASF 
 
Reserve Area             800 ASF 
 
Reference Service Area        2,760 ASF 
 
Seminar Rooms         1,500 ASF 
 
Library Instruction room           500 ASF   
 
Group Study Rooms             600 ASF 
 
Computer Lab and Multi-Media Center       1,000 ASF 
 
Writing Center             500 ASF 
 
Faculty Research Area            800 ASF  
   
Technical Services Area         1,725 ASF 
 
Bindery              300 ASF 
 
Administrative Offices             335 ASF 
 
Staff Room               300 ASF 
 
Special Collections Area          4,270 ASF 
 
 
                  ___________ 
 
 
      GRAND TOTAL: 42,155 ASF 
 
 
 
 

 
 


