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Letter from
President Steiner 
This year, as Jordan Hall turns 100, we have reflected on the
indispensable role that this unique venue plays in carrying out
NEC’s mission. It is in Jordan Hall that today’s students, like 
our alumni in the past, demonstrate their discipline, passion,
and commitment to music. It is where their teachers keep 
alive by example a range of musical traditions. The result: an 
unparalleled gift of music.

During a weekend-long centennial celebration last October, NEC announced
the public launch of the $100 million Gift of Music capital campaign that will
ensure the future of our music making. The principal initial purposes of the
campaign are to raise endowment to support financial aid for the increasingly
talented students who apply to NEC and to pay the salaries of the outstanding
faculty teaching our students today. Gifts supporting our Preparatory and
Continuing Education and other community programs are making it possible 
for people of all ages to make music part of their lives. And as the campaign
progresses, we expect to begin a major commitment to making long-term
improvements to the school’s physical plant.

NEC is a truly remarkable conservatory. In the past few years we have shown
our ability to attract the very best teachers and the most talented students. 
We embrace a wide variety of music, and we have a collegial, supportive 
environment. The only thing standing between New England Conservatory and
greatness is money. We are a very underendowed school.

Some very generous capital gifts have helped get the campaign off to a
successful start. In addition, annual giving is increasing from all constituencies,
including alumni, parents, and other friends of NEC. The amount contributed or
pledged is rapidly approaching $50 million, an unprecedented amount for NEC.
With this kind of support, the gift of music will be in safe hands in Jordan Hall
for the next 100 years.
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Saxophonist Ricky Ford ’83

came from Istanbul 

to celebrate the beginning 

of Jordan Hall’s second 

century. Page 8.
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